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Report notes high risk at contaminated S. Pliainfieid site 
BY JOE TYRRELL 
STAR-LEOGER STAFF 

Contamination at the former 
Comell-Dubaier complex in South 
Plainfield is so high that outdoor 
worlcers and "trespassers" face a 
high rislc of cancer lirom repeated 
exposure, according to a study for 
the U.S. Emnronmental Protection 
Agency. 

The report by EPA consultants 
•Foster Wheeler found 28 chemicals 
that are "significant contributors" 
to health ha2ards on the 26-acte 
property in the center of the bor-
ougtn Poiychiorinated biphenyls, a 
coolant used in electrical equip
ment, are pervasive tluoughout the 
site, the report found. PCBs are a 
likely carcinogen and are also im-
plicaited in development disabili
ties. 

The spread of PCBs into ground 
and surface water makes contami
nation in and around the former 
electronics plant "unique" in \hd 
nation, said John Prince, chief of 
EPA's remediaUon secUon for Cen
tral New Jersey. The EPA added 
the site to the naUonal SuperiUnd 
Ust in 1998. 

Beginning in 1997, the agency 
has cleaned up "hot spots" and 
paved over other portions of the 
property, as weQ as removing con
taminated sou and dust from 13 

nearby houses. The owners fenced 
off the rear of the property along 
the Bound Brook and a tributaiy 
stream to keep people off land his
torically used as a dump. 

But the Foster Wheeler study 
found that future construction 
workers, outdoor workers and peo
plê  repeatedly trespassing on the 
fen'ded off area all face potential 
health hazards. The report sakl 
that chronic exposure to contami
nants on the site would produce 
three cancers cases per 100 people, 
compared to an allowable risk cS 
onelnamiUioa 

Considering how toxic the site 
is, local environmentalists say the 
pace of the cleanup is moving too 
slovi^. 

'This site Is an environmental 
disaster area," said Robert Spiegel, 
executwe director of the Edison 
Wetlands Associatloa "This should 
be such a hig^ priority that they 
are out Uiere rig^t now, cleaning It 
up. Instead, ttrey're talking five, 10, 
20 years." 

At a 7 pm. meeting tomorrow 
at borough hall, EPA officials will 
explain plans to excavate contami
nated soil from three nearby prop
erties and do additional tests on 59 
other properties in the surrounding 
neighborhood. • 

B(Mroue}i oflidals hope to move 
ahead vUh redevelopment {dans. 

VK YEPBttVrHE STAn ĵEDGB 

A sign on the ComeU-Oubilier Si4>er1ijnd sRe In South Plainfield warns peopis of hazardous material. A recent 
report found 2B diemicals that are "significant contributors" to health hazards on the property. 

said Council Pre^dent James Vok-
ral. Ttie council de^gnated the dte 
as a redevelopment zone two years 
ago, and the latest concept cails for 
three office biuidings, with stores in 
front, he said. A speedy cleanup 
WiU be key to starting the project in 
two to three years, Vokral said. 

The councU's move has helped 

spur plans for an overaU deanup of 
the area. Prince sakl. But Uie 
agency, which has spent $3 nMon 
so far on ComeU-DubUier, wanted 
to be sure the borough agrees to a 
remediati(Hi plan. 

A "back of the envdbpe" esti
mate puts>the„f()st at a compre
hensive .^fiWdif soil and water 

poHutkm on the former electronics 
plant propert;y at $130 mUlion to 
$140 million, Prince said. 

AnoUier alternative, "capping 
the site and 'managing* the poDu-
tion that's there," might run $30 
mUUon to $40 mUUon, Prince said 
An estimated 300,000 cubic yards of 

[See CLEANUP. Page 28] 
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son': a n eontuniiutcd, SO peicent 
iQo^ than Ute Cbemical InsecU-
eid( Corp. cite tn EdiMO, where ex
cavation is acheduled to ttegin next 
ii>o|iUi,be«aUL 

WhQ( p u t s of the properQt t r e 
iKtRmety poDutcd, other portions 
of tbe site v c home to oumerous 
active businessa. 

^v i ronmtn ta l . agencies tay 
contaminatioii Is at safe levels ic 
buildings cuntot])' occupied by 
tiucldng, eontraetine, shipping and 
tnerchandi!Bng finns. 

ri think If you're woriong there, 
you know to stay in the paridng lot 
and not go wandering OS," said 
EPA spokeswoman Elizabeth Zim-
nennazL 

n%e operators who are on the 
site; right DOW are weU aware of the 
p r ^ e a , " said Ken Petrone, a sec
tion chief for the stale Department 
of BnvironnienUl Ftotectioa 

but Evan Dana, who owns Rori-
xon Sales with his three brothers, 
sail) they "didnt know a thing" 
about the pollution before signing 
a five-year lease at Uie site earlier 
this year. 

getting up an olBce tn an old 
brick warehouse, be said they 
learned of the poBuUon "when wt 
walked out back and saw the 
signs" warning "Hazardous Waste 
Site Danger in oveitrown grass 
plots by some other buildings. 

Marco Massa and Robert Sulli
van moved their mailing business 
into another building tn the com
plex in August. 

"It's an old complex and I was 
looking for a place to start up a 
buaness," Massa said, adding land
lord DSC of Newark £nten?nse$ 
Inc: "didnt teD us anything." Now, 
they are looking for a new locatioa 

"People -are veiy concerned 
about the runoff from all around 
us," KSassa said. 

A DSC representative re
quested questions io writing but 

" ' . M:ye>suynct iM4aaai : 
I h c D w u brothers, Evan, bM«rDMnd, David, eM«w, arid JoMph imr fc in OM)r Horizon Sa lMbua l rwM on ttM < 
CorTMU-OubOierSupwfundaHe in South PlalnfMd l o t WMk. i 

did not immediately re^ond wtth 
answers last week. 

PCBs art nonnaSy stable in aoS 
and do not mix with water, but be
cause there art so many chemical 
solvents in the soO at ComeU-Duli-
lier, the PCBs have dissolved and 
gotten into the water, said Petione. 

The PCBs are pervasive in the 
soO, affecting 14 pncent of the 
property, according to the Poster 
Wheeler study. 

In contrast with a federal PCB 
screening standard of .49 part per 
million, samples from the South 
Plainfield site showed levels as high 
as I J parts per 10.' 

"Having a site with SO or 100 
ppm is unacceptable," Prince aaid. 
Th i s is a site where there are 
many, many places where levels arc 
tens of thousands alxive what is ae-
eeptabie.* 

Some of the contamiramts have 
been found on properties ia the 
suiTDurxling oeighbotliood. 

The EPA DOW plans to take M O 
samples from properties as ftr 
away as six blocks from the piaat, 
Which is boufided by Hamilton 
Boulevard and Spicer Avenue. It 
Will also take soil samples near Bor
ough Fa i i on the other side of tbe 
Lehigh Valley Rao liae. 

Son samplirig 
toeabons 

E S Areas requiring 
MMAional sampling 

9 Propeniet cleaned 
• Pmpertiei nquWriQ 

cleanup 

Volnl, tbe council president, 
said re^dents dont seem too con
cerned about the Superfund site. 

"We have not heard a lot from 
the local people," he said. 'TTheyl* 
pretty happy, pretty satisfied with 
what is going oaT 

Neighbor BSl Eogan, a borough 
nathe, is an exception; •'"-••..••...'• 

'ncriAn^xoCBi 

"I'm not concerned,* she aaid. 
The aeller had to disclose the 
cleanup, she said, "but I bad u in
spector and he didnX say it was • 
problem. He didnt aay, *dan*t b io 

Earlier investigations docu
mented runoff into the Bound 
Brook, and "no fishing" signs were 
posted along the stream u d I 

"Nobort/'s moving very b s t on ; local tributao'- But over the yean. 
Uiis ttlng," he said.' -Now, what 
t h e y ^ trying to do Is ^ve eveiy-
txxly a pie-io-the-sky prexnlatioD'' 
on redevelopment, 'and say, torjet 
about the contaminatio&.'" 
. But others echoed Jayne Wick-
haio, who tMught a home just 
down the street from Hogan two 
years ago. 

many of the signs have been taken 
down, according to local residents. • 

There are people who are fish
ing in New Market Fond and eating 
fish with the highest levels of PCBs 
in New JeiKy,' Spiegel said. 

Joe Tirrrtll covers South HoiR- . 
field He can be reached atityrrei-' -
I@9ta7ied;er£pm or (732) 40Mt)M 
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